I9o	THE LAST GENRO
"Oh, Saionji-san! You appear all of a sudden. It is an unusual time
for you to come from Tokyo." Ito remained in the chair.
"Huh, some time ago I rented a small cottage near the station and
am taking a rest there. I like this Oiso. As you say, it's cool in die
summer and warm in the winter, no snow or frost. These days fisher-
men hustle out to fish in the late afternoon and return at sunrise with
their cheerful boatmen's songs."
"So you like the place, eh?" He still sat there.
"But I don't want to see too many summer-resort seekers from
Tokyo."
"Ha, ha, you are selfish this time. You, too, are one of them."
"But I mean it"
"See, this Oiso is the only beach on Sagami Bay convenient to the
capital. Here we have shallow water and a sand beach without rough
waves, so it's good for swimming. At the other fishing ports around
here the water is too deep. We also have all accommodations," Ito said
mechanically.
Ito's eyes remained on the portraits. He talked to them. Saionji was
still outside.
"Genro Ito, what is this?"
Ito suddenly came to himself. "Oh, didn't you know I had this built
some time ago?" He rose from the chair. "I didn't tell you, eh?"
He was animated.
"Come, come right in," he said, taking Saionji by the arm*
"Look at these three big Chinese characters, which are still fresh
with black ink. Can you identify the writer of Shi-Ken-Do or Tour
Sages' Arbor'?"
Saionji faced the calligraphy-frame. Ito pointed. "This is by His Im-
perial Highness, the Crown Prince Akino-miya Toshihito."
"Huh, and the portraits are of Sanjyo, Iwakura, Kido and Okubo."
"Now, Saionji-san, you see what it is." Ito's face changed from joy
to reverence.
"This is my small part, as we say a 'hair of nine bulls/ to repay my
debt to these four great senior statesmen* I call them the 'Four Sages'
who taught me and helped me personally in my early career,"
"Huh, I thought you were phlegmatic about such things as moral
debt-"
"Ah, that is not true, you know it well. Where would I be without
them? My very humble origin—we need not go into that I grant that
in some cases I pushed forwards regardless of the means, only to secure

